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For countries that do not produce reliable headcounts (like Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia), or any
Black Sea ethnic, linguistic or religious breakdown (Turkey), or for those that intentionally obscure or
manipulate any such data (Egypt, Syria, Yemen), indirect methods of counting become necessary.

Much can be learned from the colonial statistics by the French and the British that administered
) the entire Arab World intermittently until WWIIl. These can be supplemented by anthropological
Casplan Sea monographs. Locally, Turkey did produce some such data until 1960 openly, and into the 1970s,
secretly. The Iranian armed forces put out much anthropological information at the village level,
but few or no percentages--just “majorities/minorities” proclamations. With the advent of the
Internet, many a “hidden” group has found an outlet to make themselves known to the world via
that medium. However, due to their pent-up zeal and desire to make their case urgent, they
commonly exaggerate, If not falsify their numbers to magnify their importance. Their figures are
suspect at best, but a good indicator of the complexity of the human terrain of the Middle East.
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al-Ayn @ wscat Middle East Religions’ Statistics:

Population figures are in millions and are based on 2008-09 estimates. The number
of adherents to a given religion are counted by cultural and not confessional criteria

—amliiin

Abu Simbel &5 ==5=

7 A\

Religious Composition of the Middle East Jefeh - " Egypt ~ 77.4mil 672 868 224 29 7.8910.2 neg

——S:Mecca - A Iran 749  8.09 10.8 64.94 86.7 0.77 1.03 34k 0.03 1.08 1.44
Islam: | & . Turkey ~ 71.6 57.35 80.1 141 19.6 0.08 0.01 18k 0.02 0.05 0.07

Sunnism (Hanafi, Shafi’i, Maliki and Hanball L g 307 992 323 194 632 071 23 neg 097 246
rites) b Yemen 23.6 13.3  56.36 10.27 43.51 neg neg '0.03 0.07

Syria - 21.9 15,98 73.0 3.29 14.7 204 9.3 neg 0.59 27
S. Arabia  28.7/17.3 9.0 52.0 4.33 25.0 - 13.97 23.0

Sunni Shia Christians Jews Other*
StateTotal No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Shiism (Imami, Zaidi and Isma’ili rites, as well T
as Alevism, Yarsanism, and Zikrism) —

srael 7.3 1.17 164 - 039 53 5.497521 011 1.5
_ Jordan 6.3 576 915 003 05 040 63 - 011 1.8
lbadism 0 H e = Lebanon 4.2 1.22 29.0 1.93 46.0 0.78 18.7 neg 0.26 6.3

(Palestine) 3.7 - 3.14 84.8 neg 1 0.29 7.84 neg ‘neg
Wahhabism (Salafism, Muwahhidun)

Oman 281195 0.27 140 01 50 neg ‘neg '1.58 81.0

UAE - 4.6/0.76  0.29 39.0 0.08 10.5 neg 10.39 51.5
Salalah Bahrain  1.05/0.53 0.12 21.0 0.39 73.0 neg neg 0.03 6.0

Christianity (various denomiations)
Judaism

Zoroastrianism

M.E.Totals 343.28  193.6156.4 121.36 354 13.323.91 576 1.7 9.47 2.76

Hudaida

“Others” include Muslim Wahhabis, Ibadis and Ahmadis, as well as the non-Muslim Baha'is,
Druze, Zoroastrians, Yezidis, Animists/Zar-Bad and Hindus.

Druze

Mukalla

Other (YeZIdlsms Nusalrlsm! Anlmlsm/zar'Bada Pending a final peace settlement, all Jews who have settled the in West Bank and the Golan
i i Moch . Heights --more than 650,000--are here counted under the figures for Israel per se.
Hinduism etc. ocha -, g . p

= = " Christians in Israel comprise the native Arab Christians (approx 90k) and the recent non-Jewish
% Mlxed re"glon areas " Russian immigrants (approx 300k)
© M- IZady, 2006, 201 1 o %

Aden

: - - Expariate workers--often outnumbering the native populations of the most of the GCC states,
emaries: [ adherents ta the WahhabitSalail branch of islam often Population Density Key (no. of persons per square miles) GU’f Of Aden = 5 are not included in these figures. Here, two population figures are provided for each state to

present themselves to be a reformed branch of the Hanbali Sunnism. reflect this.
Pending a consensus on this identity among other Sunni scholars, : oo
Wahhabism is presented as an indpendent branch of Islam in here. Spa}ﬁ?ﬂf‘}""’ty (15-100) (more than 100) Totals may not be equal to the sum of their increments due to the rounding of the figures.
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Figure 1.

Map showing the Cenozoic lava fields of Saudi Arabia with Harrat Kishb indicated.
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